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i i rn onr Ciramirar for 32 in his Melboume -
1w of tive ABC for six vears study: Geelsng Oid

i e wrar el eddincaned § _-‘ U Baoys a1 the lop of

Sir Rupers Hamer, Sir Roadiriok O fhewr fields st

make pccasional
pilgrimages there.

Rupert was the bookie and Kerry was
dyslexic. Ranald read Mickey Spillane
at assembly. JANET HAWLEY
fooks at how Sir Fames Darling
ramed the offspring of the squattocracy.
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Kemy F'i-ll‘.lr-[lll:t row, cendre] in 1he 1966 First XE "My

the copulsting odjective  pousingly
promounced. o polites and  moguls,
[eranure amd  higher  invelleciunal
pumsisits, 10 1he bedonieric deliphs of
imbiting ped wine and good whisky.
For 89, he 1 amazingly spraphtlv. op
Isdders and on has knees bo find
referenos in vatious heoks as we wall,
his brain sharp as a ek, He B a man ai
one manmenl well aware af s sfoius and
authorizy, the mext overwhelmingly
mumble. Mot all his (Nd Boys like him,
baun all respect him.

I'be JJarll:ng Licelong years |990-672
were the core, when he ook over o
schaol with 500 pupils and o modes
reputaticn and turned i im0 one of the
top schools in Australia wich 1,250
tupils when he el As well, be ook on g

ik, — chairman of the ARG

o

[

,J.
B

i

for six years, and lesding roles in the
Auseralion Eroadessting Contral Board,
Awtralian  College  of  Educatwon,
Ellzabethan Theatre Trust, Melbourne
Uiversity  Council,  Immigration
Advisary Council, Road Safety Council,
Universities Commission, Ausrallon
Fromer Commission and more, For
tnany veats bie s written the Saarday
Refvion column im The Ape on
aliermale woeks, signed |LR.D,

THE 0% al a schacdmaster, grandsom
of a clergyman, he was boen in Englasd
in F8%9. Three preotal influesoss shaped
hum — a rcacher, 3 hesdmoster and
World War I The reacher was the
dynamic Vioor Gollance, kder the
famious publisier.

“He wobe us up immsdisced s

'.'3,;'- % .?1‘*'." o
way of surviving Isreugh school was spoet.”

T b
& L S

4
¥

Liberal politics. socalist palibes. We
really believed if you edocared people
you woulkl have 2 bemer world, and
socialism was 1he way

“Int was a grest blow o discover loer
in life, soclalists are just as selfish os
nrfer people.”

The headmasser was William 'I.';mpb;,
larer @ become  Archhishop of
Canterbury and a lifklang friend, "1 po
everything from Temple, philesophy,
religion.™

At age 18, 'I!'atd_-.' starting 1o shave, he
left school and went o war, serving in
the trenches on che Wesrern Froat, ond
lacer in the army of ooccaparion 0
Germany. He reaened  comscience -
sirncken he had survived when o EIELTE
of humankind had fallen,

“I can srill remembers the exuce place (=
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on the road in England where 1 was
'I...I.klll:t |-|||1|I'-;I Ihi1|hir|‘l_ Hhu-lul \.|||t'|:l|l||1|-:
1I'd done that [ was raiber ashamed al,
and the simple idea came 0 me = lool,
oll those people hove been killed, yoa
haven's, so those lefi alive mus do
double tme.™

He went o Oxford, joined the Labouwar

Pamy, srared  teachimpg, and  was
plessarly surprised when the Geclang
Czrammar council, searching Enpland foe
“a married clergyman aver 40, after
furicus inrernad dispare, sppoinced him

Apcd M), unmarricd, Darling was a
man deeply blooded in lile’s lessoms
when he drove through herds of sheep

amd carle srravag over the moad o resch
Licelong, and the walteng Brovwny sons of
the Western Disirict™s squottocracy and
Amsralla’s wealthy familscs

I remember the boys ns immenscly
bvrable, with an ondcanng nmocice
about them and totally lacking in
social conscienoes, os were their parents,” [

A CODUESURE  young Rupen
Murdoch lundsd in wrowhle when he
requesied permission o lesve school 1o
go 1o the dentist, and was spomed by a
hiousemaster ot the oo Known @
“Comme Murdoch™ for his Lefiiss
leamlngs, Rupert, agaimst schoal fules,
kept o motorbike ot o local store, o Zp
down 10 Melbourne, Murdach ran a
book at Geclong, an enterprise he
contineed a1 Oxford, [ Scracch a media
baran asd you’ll find o grest gpmbler,™
says  Romald  Macdonald, former
l{'ljmuzing director of David Syme and

i,

Seweral Old Boys, including Sir John
Cioon, pinoed che Greal Somoking
Stary on Murdoch, A boy wes cought
smokimg, and sent 0 Dr Darling to be
roared af and caned. v Darling had 1
leawe his smady during the admon-
ishment, amd renurned o discover the
boy puffing a cigarerie be'd exoracoed
Friomm the hesdmaster's desk.

“Wo — that wasn't Kuwpert, he
woukln't have had the nerve — in was
someone  ehiel™ growksd Sir James

| Darling darkly

Young Murdoch's poblishing career
began on the Geelong school prinzing
press im 194%, when he edited the
schoal [iterary magseine, I Reodned,
amd wrose @ very earnest article an the

| preat Ciermsn school of anchitecture

| hopelessly

amd design, the Baukms,

J'mnrl Faarfax was & r|:|-:1|l|r
contributor, writing a forvent piece o6
The Press and The Public — ““Rupert
commissicned ir, and 23 1 recall didn’t
interfere with what 1 wrote™ — and oo
elegant, somewhar wide-eyed fearure
on Rasputin, James, a quicter boy with
a meore cultural bemt, nicked ol from
schoal, oo — he asked for permisssan
o sz &0 cye specialist in Melbourne,
w1 he could see Brgredoon and ke
lunch @ Flaremimo, * ?W-I"\-Il I-;Mu_.:h!'

Beerry Packer, dyslexic in an era
when dyslexia was oot onderstnod,
umble 1w apell, his  educabon
imcrrupred by podio and nine months
Wy # 1Fan Ill:ll‘.._- feh “z kit af &
Lasaghinsg-stoi P auss | waE
behind evervone elie at
school™, and was a1 Gc-:lann il
was academically stupid and my way af
myrviving through schood was sport.™

1830 Prefect and
future PM John
Gorton stamds
behing The man
who arused
pestizal
conscience.

Rameld Mzcdomald
{third row, cestre):

caned for reading
aloud from a

cacquet, his facher, Skr Frank FPacker,
made hifm catch the troin back o
Ceelomg o colbecy i, o ncach him a
leszon an the walue of property

“All very well, providing you could
afford the fare!™ hooted Sir Tames,

Hanald Macdonold, n house prefiect,
lor a bet at assembly read ow Mu;h_-]-
Spilleme instead of the Bikle, =
received several cuns al the cne from
D Darling, and regard it o a
significant part of my educarion,”™ said
Aiocdonald, srill sounding profoundly
guilty over his musdemeanour. *Years

caning of my life, and he hadn’t even
paid up an the bet!™ The incidemt so
deeply erched in Macdonald's pevche,
passed Sir James by, “Oddiy enough, |
have no memary al 1@ — poor dear
Ranald.”

The greafer irony was 10 COME YEArs
later, when Sir Jomes was on the
Broadcasting Conrral Hoard heaning
applications for the firse TV licences,
und the media barons snd their s
appeared before their old hesdmaster,
The room Inoked like 8 Geedong l:1||;|

TALES OUT OF BOARDING SCHOOL

H-l'!-'lh retinae, Lhough the o s In

wlafk  conifas I was  apains
newspaper  proprictees  Epening TV
Hoemoes, Dechuse it gave them oo

much iafleende over public opinion.
Haowever, the araginal inguiry decided
the applscant gamning the licence alsa
had to provide the studien and
rransminer, making i alnyoe! iy itable
the licences would po o these
propoctars — they had the money."
Ranald .“J'I.'Iiﬂ\."lill.i:_ 4 jrean :-l.ill:lill.'l

| and friernd of Sir James Darling. smid:

“He's ofien loushed sofily over the
vEEf thar b resrs 'l have o answer
an the Day of Judgment, for not having
more of oo infloence over the
schoolboy media barons.™

“(h, | can™ calk abowr thar on the
P |.|r|,!|'I et terod Saf _IJ ases, Ul alid iy
g, anad Friled! The Geeslong inlluenes
worked on Ranall, be was alwavs
thorpaphly honoarahle, i© nor alwave
thoroaghly wise, and the Fairlases
were  always rL!l-'l.H.'"IIb-Ibll\.-\. puhblic
spiritcd, scnsible people . .

When he returned to Sydney for the later | saw the person in 2 plane and =oovou got about half of them* **Yes,
holidays withowt his new teonis | abused him shat 1'd reocived the worst | 1 sappase thar’s right,” he smiled,
GO0 WEEKERD B3



S J‘ql{l\. sanl sming O swas .1|1|'u.|r.J
ot their complete deachment lrom (the
social and polincal facts of hfe, The
demzons of Doorak s have Jdally
dirvcis 1o thc CILY s skl ks fisl] of 1he
poar and unemployed, remasning totally
oblivions and wnconscions.

“The schood aus acadermcally almos
dugraccful. There was a glorification af
spor, undd bessoms didn't seem 1o matter
HRaoys wene coprain of bosis ar capioin of
Cricketl, and by age |15 maght  have
mam@ed 10 collect mwo  inrermedione
subjects, befose they went on the land or
into business

‘T (=h the concept of Geelong & an
Englishdvpe boarding school set in
Auuralia made 1t exotic and remote from
the Ausrralisn way of life, and 1 ser o
v destrow this image. | was bomifisd by
thie caltural crimpe of Toorak kadies wh
genuimely believed nething good could
coltse @l al  ads I'II'.lli; rhar  wasn't
English.”

Immediately kmown & *“The Hoss™,
and by his detroctoss o “The Beast”,
Darling se1 o work like a vornado, He
revislimionised the  scademig e R,
made the bovs work, imrodeced ar,
misie, ofaft, de-glorifled the school’s
sporimng toaghs and ballies and banmed
imimimn rifes. The Depresson bad
badly hrt the surrounding dseclonp
township, and he steered the boys ous
imoe the commuaniny doing what he called

nationad  servikee —  delivering o
parcels, belping nebualld a chureh and an
old people’s home, dong avic good
decds, opefing Ther eye: 10 how the
ather hall lheed

He thiew the school open lar caliaral
and educotion holiday comps, and he
ook public positions ourskde the schoal,
“io break down the polated, snobbish
image ol GGeelong CGrammar™. He
encoursged individuality, and above all,
taught boys 1o think, pamicularly abour
the wider communaty.

I'he anc momsey  cyvery Darling-cra
O1d Bew mentions first is the philosoply
of public service pounded in. The
[arling messape to the povileged
Cicelong pupibs was relentless — from
those to whom much has been green,
much will be expected. John Crorton was
in his fim] vesr, 4 house cxprain and
prefect, when Darling arrived

“He was hike a breath of fresh i |
liked him,” Sir John recalled. *“The
previous head was “The Crow', 2
horrible pld sutocratic clergyman, who'd
trhed 1o sack me when he found an
sutmmatx ntle m my locker 1'd bremght
from home!™

Giarpon regalarly wem with groups al

boys  delivering food parcels. The
distress they witnessed wos o gres
shiock.,. and he admitz it awoke his
palirical conscience.
ﬂl;nﬂ'rr:. rl‘||||-ll:l:_

|||'||;|.| AINar,

conleses: “He opened viseas mest of us
bed never dreamt of) we oll developed o
socaal comscience through Darding, he
W Very akilful an perring vour smenrion

“He was an awesome Fgure strisding
ground fhe school in his geam and
mortarhosrd, this  gount,  hewkslike
appearance. You'd think, my God, here
comes The Boss. He was bath Liked and
fesred, in g healthy way.

“T “remember him mwocking the
sparting fraverndty for thelr boneheaded
athtude to the important things of hie,
complaining about ‘idleness” and boys
“basking their beasily bodies in the sun®
e hod a good sense of humour. He
asked ore boy whas he wgs going o do
when be belt school, and the boy replicd
his father was going o put him on the
land. "Whar as — mamure?” Darling
retarted.

“He gave us one wonderful tirade in
-\.1I.||.'H:| when [ was abogr 11, awhen a |'m:|
wan expelled for comumining s picious
zcts in the cypress plootation.

“Darling lecrured ws an grear kength
#honit nhe sin ol Lassemiciousness | |'|.+.|
no e whal this  beastly  las-
viciousness lorking in the shrubbery
was, for years afteraands.

“1 lonved the muusec and the inbellectaal
stimulatson be brought to Cieelong, and
rememiber him roaring an the philstines
who weren™ imerested.”

Darling ok the senior foom forps
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English, and directed ambisioas schon
plays,  James  Fairfar  has
memorics of his Inspiring  English
lessons, where he'd act all e pas in
every play = Sciol for Samda was his
rrinmmgph, "

Keith Dunsian, dean of Melbourne
calumnists, hated Geslong, hated the
whode notion of boarding  schoaol.,
disliked [ Darling and couldn’t wal o
leave schoal

“In was such a monasik environmeent
compulsory cold showers, no wpmen.
We had domcing bessaons and bocagse 1
was short | had e be the gl — aa &
resuly | can still dance betser bhockwarnds
than Tarwatds. One al @y [hL e e
Frummar memiorices was the scandal
over the som ol a prosmunes netailing
larmly, Wit was caught wath ooe of the
maicls! He didn™t want o be expelled; be
cougha the trein hack o Melbourne
After thar, masds were banned and boyvs
el B0 AL OF LEDdEY,

“*larling's highly moral scTmons
irrigared me — I decided he had g guih
complex and was IFyinE Do pass il on Lo
s Mational service exdspermed mi —
when [larwim was bombed be had us
digging bloody air raid shebiers and
learning bow 1o idensifv enemy aircrafi,
when [ felt T shoubd have been sindying
for myy marricokanion

*“It was emly vears laver, when | read
Darling’s marvellous  amobiography.
Kickly Rewarding, that | understood how
cornplex 2 man be is, and started 1o like
him. T reslised he was moch wiser than
I'd rhowpht. He really does have a
rormured copscience and worries aboun
GIacElInng ¢ W nworal 1ty

“I realised he did allow a variety al
differing opinkons in rhe school, even if
hie didn't Hke them. Manning Clark was
one — a highly controversial history
rescher a1 Geelong for @ few vesrs, and
wery antl-church & the time. We'd come
bk from chapel, and Clark would say,
“You've all beem ot the Jesus recken
again, washng fime when yon could be
learning something impariane”.™

Sir James Darling leigned sanprise i

e LT

Damstan's commenis, and  teinkled:
“Lazy  fellow, ocomplaining abou
digeme diches? 'm very fond of Kenth

hamstan. He™s the e al Odd Bay e
proud v have pregluced b thinks for
himself, stands up for whal is in ks own
eiined, and is no afraid to say Foorball s
noscmse!’

If there were complainis i the carly
days Dir Darlinog was "a bit pink™; thess
evaporaied over the vears. Sir Koben
Sl s, prominent businessman  and
bormeer lederal peesidem ol the Liberal
I"].'l:'._ remeie II Lmg I'l EiCids 'h.l.llll (11154
called Drarling a raibap’™ . regascding lim
as o stirrer and porenkally danperous
nfluemce, bepianane 1o ddmare the man.

I'biere was, however, a vociferouns
campaign [fom many parenis Egains
Manning Clark, seen & 2 donperous

commii who shouald be dismissed for the
ideas he was giving the baoyvs abat peac
1]
1t rode rhem our, ber admittimg
“wyen Thowgh he was o brilliant feacher,
thiere were times | wished Manning wel

Liberalesim wher & wWar was on

away"

Bat  hadn't bhe  always
individusls who hed the oourage
march oar of srep?

*I may admire them,” he lauphed
“‘Biif tlvey arc 0kl @ dampcd nisane

There were several beilliane  Jeli-

winpgers aon the staff over the veors, oand

Enjoy

several eocentrics; Durling  deliberaiely
saupht a mmx. He rescued Luodwep
Hirschield Mack from an ime

Y
15 Il

camp wm be Geel 1 L
Hirschield Mack bad wocked with
Giropius al the Bauhkaus, askl mspared
many, inclading Danicl Thomas, now

dircceoe ol the Arr Gallesy of South
Ausiralia, and. apparestly Ruapert
Murdoch.

Could Darling alwnys pck the bors
whio would g0 on to be ot |'\-|J::I|I:._-' i
wairie Deld b Baer lifes
“Im the

life at

MGOTIY o CERGL, YoR We

a little cottage
in the country.

Muery. Thee [nal swge of i @ gl
cowmery willage is selfing aff-plan o Two &
thre hidensm, Badly 3poalied, sell-Cise
comges wikh 5 dilierenl biyouls, @ skl
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